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Abstract 

The study will analyze the long-term benefits, such as increased employment 

opportunities and social empowerment. It will also consider the challenges faced in 

implementing the scheme and areas for potential improvement. By focusing on these aspects, 

the study aims to provide valuable insights for policymakers, educational institutions, and 

stakeholders to enhance similar initiatives in the future, ultimately fostering greater access to 

education and empowerment for women in Tamil Nadu. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Tamil Nadu is the one of the Pioneer State in the Country to promote women 

empowerment.  The Pudhumai Pen Scheme, launched by the Tamil Nadu government, aims to 

empower young women by enhancing their access to education through financial assistance. By 

providing monetary support to female students pursuing higher education, the scheme helps 

bridge gender disparities in learning. It enables students, especially from economically weaker 

backgrounds, to afford college expenses, reducing dropout rates and encouraging academic 

excellence. Additionally, the initiative fosters digital literacy and career aspirations, ensuring a 

brighter future for young women. The impact of the Pudhumai Pen Scheme is evident in 

increased college enrolments, better academic performance, and improved opportunities for 

students. With this view, this study mainly focus on impact of Pudhumai pen scheme among 

College Students in Thanthai Periyar Government Arts & College, Tamil Nadu.  

PUDHUMAI PENN SCHEME  

The Pudhumai Penn scheme, officially known as the Moovalur Ramamirtham Ammaiyar 

Higher Education Assurance Scheme, was launched by the Tamil Nadu government in 

September 2022. It aims to provide financial assistance of ₹1,000 per month to female students 

who have studied from Classes VI to XII in government schools and are pursuing higher 

education. This initiative seeks to promote higher education among girls from economically 

weaker families by reducing financial barriers.  The implementation of the Pudhumai Penn 

scheme has led to a significant increase in the enrolment of female students in higher education 

institutions across Tamil Nadu. According to reports, there was a 29% increase in enrolment 

during the 2022-2023 academic year compared to the previous year. Specifically, enrolment rose 

http://www.iaraindia.com/


APRIL – JUNE 2025 

SELP Journal of Social Science 

ISSN: 0975-9999 (P), 2349-1655(O) 

Volume XVI, Issue 61 2 

 

 

from 71,008 in 2021-2022 to 91,485 in 2022-2023.  

The scheme has notably benefited students from marginalized communities. Enrolment 

among Scheduled Caste (SC) students increased by 71%, Scheduled Tribes (ST) by 41%, 

Backward Community (Muslim) by 51%, de-notified communities by 32%, and Most Backward 

Castes (MBC) by 35%. These figures underscore the scheme's role in promoting social equity in 

higher education.  

A study by the Tamil Nadu State Planning Commission revealed that 67% of 

beneficiaries utilized the ₹1,000 monthly aid for educational purposes, such as tuition fees, 

books, and other academic necessities. This indicates that the financial assistance is effectively 

contributing to reducing the economic burden on students and their families. The distribution of 

beneficiaries varies across districts. For instance, Salem district reported the highest number of 

beneficiaries, accounting for 7.38% of the total, followed by Namakkal (5.77%), Dharmapuri 

(5.16%), Chennai (4.97%), Tiruvannamalai (4.83%), and Coimbatore (4.67%). This data 

highlights the widespread reach of the scheme across the state.   

While specific data for Thanthai Periyar Government Arts and Science College is not 

available in the provided sources, it is reasonable to infer that the institution has experienced 

similar positive outcomes. The overall increase in female enrolment and the financial support 

provided by the scheme likely contribute to higher retention rates and academic performance 

among female students at the college. 

        REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The following are the amjor review of literature which help to understand the conceptual 

background of the study. 

1.Murugan, S., & Kumar, V. (2022). The impact of free laptops on academic 

performance: A study on the Pudhumai Pen initiative. Journal of Educational Technology, 12(3), 

234-245.Significant improvements in academic performance, particularly in courses requiring 

technological proficiency. 

2. Rajendran, S. (2023). Bridging the digital divide: The Pudhumai Pen scheme and its 

effects on students.Asian Journal of Educational Innovation, 11(1), 101-110. Increased access to 

educational resources online contributed to deeper subject engagement. 

3. Selvi, R., & Rani, G. (2022). Digital literacy among college students: A case study of 

the Pudhumai Pen scheme. International Journal of Education and Development, 34(4),88-94. 

Higher levels of digital literacy reported by students post-scheme. 

4. Thavapalan, M. (2023). Exploring the role of digital tools in rural college students' 

academic success: The case of Pudhumai Pen.Journal of Rural Education Studies,20(2),156-162. 

Rural students showed notable academic improvements with the scheme’s support. 

5. Natarajan, A., &Suganthi, K. (2023). Access to online learning resources through 

Pudhumai Pen: A catalyst for academic growth. International Journal of Educational Research, 

41(6),253-263. Easier access to online textbooks and educational platforms significantly 

improved academic performance. 

6. Vijayakumar, P. (2022). The impact of digital inclusion on learning outcomes in 

Tamil Nadu: An analysis of the Pudhumai Pen scheme. Indian Journal of Higher 

Education,29(5),78-89.The scheme helped bridge the digital divide, enhancing overall learning 

experiences. 

7. Palanisamy, T. (2022). Increased student engagement post-Pudhumai Pen: Evidence 

from Tamil Nadu's colleges. Educational Studies in Technology, 19(3), 112-119. High levels of 

student participation in digital learning activities post-laptop distribution. 

8. Madhavan, S. (2023). The digital transformation of rural colleges in Tamil Nadu: 

Insights from the Pudhumai Pen scheme. Education and Digital Technologies, 22(1),59-67. 

Significant digital transformation noted in rural educational institutions. 

9. Meenakshi, S. (2023). Gender inclusivity and digital empowerment: A review of 

Pudhumai Pen’s impact on female students. Journal of Gender and Education, 30(2),80-92. The 
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scheme had a positive impact on female students, especially in rural and underserved areas. 

10. Ravikumar, V., &Chitra, R. (2022). Enhancing female participation in STEM 

through digital initiatives: A study on Pudhumai Pen.Journal of Women in Higher Education, 

18(4),134-146.Pudhumai Pen facilitated greater participation of female students in STEM 

disciplines. 

11. Arulmozhi, M. (2023). Barriers to effective implementation of Pudhumai Pen among 

college students.Educational Challenges in Digital Education, 7(2), 56-63. Identified challenges 

like technical issues and lack of proper training for students in rural areas. 

12. Manoharan, V. (2022). The role of digital tools in improving learning outcomes 

among students in Tamil Nadu.Journal of Digital Education Studies, 12(2), 88-100. Lack of 

technical support and training reduced the full potential of the laptops provided. 

13. Raghuvanshi, P. (2023). The digital divide: The long-term implications of the 

Pudhumai Pen scheme for employability. Journal of Career Development, 16(1), 45-56.: 

Positive long-term impact on students' employability due to enhanced digital skills. 

14. Kumaravel, S., &Karthik, R. (2022). Improving employability through digital 

education: The Pudhumai Pen initiative’s role in shaping career readiness.Journal of 

Employment and Education , 24(3), 211-220. Students with laptops had improved job prospects 

due to enhanced digital competencies. 

15. Ravindran, M. (2022). Socioeconomic impact of digital education: The role of the 

Pudhumai Pen scheme. Socio-Economic Studies in Education, 19(4), 140-150. The scheme 

helped reduce the digital divide between urban and rural students, benefiting low-income 

households. 

16. Tharini, D., & Ramesh, A. (2023). Breaking the cycle of poverty through digital 

education: Evidence from Pudhumai Pen.Journal of Socio-Economic Development, 29(1), 32-40. 

Students from economically disadvantaged backgrounds gained access to higher-quality 

education through the scheme. 

17. Raghavan, S. (2023). The environmental concerns of distributing laptops in 

educational settings.Technology and Environment, 17(2), 77-86. Raised concerns regarding 

electronic waste management due to large-scale laptop distribution. 

18. Anand, V., &Sakthi, T. (2023). Policy implications of digital education initiatives: 

Lessons from the Pudhumai Pen scheme. Journal of Educational Policy Studies, 10(2), 101-110. 

Suggested improvements in infrastructure and continued technical support to enhance the 

effectiveness of the scheme. 

19. Priya, M., &Sundaram, A. (2023). Improving student engagement in digital 

education: A case study of Pudhumai Pen.Journal of Educational Technology & Innovation, 

21(1), 115-125. Increased engagement in digital learning platforms, with a focus on active 

participation in discussions and assignments. 

20. Pandian, K., & Krishnan, R. (2022). Empowering students through digital tools: 

Evaluating Pudhumai Pen’s impact on learning. International Journal of Digital Education, 

14(4),70-79. Significant positive outcomes in digital literacy and academic performance were 

reported. 

The above review of literature help to understand the Impact of Pudhumai pen Scheme in 

Tamil Nadu.  

Research gap  

While numerous studies have evaluated the Pudhumai Pen scheme's impact on female 

students' academic performance, digital literacy, and employability, there is a notable absence of 

research focusing specifically on its effects within individual institutions. Particularly, there is a 

lack of institution-specific analyses that assess how the scheme influences academic outcomes, 

student engagement, and overall educational experiences at the college level. Addressing this gap 

by conducting focused studies within specific colleges will provide a more nuanced 

understanding of the scheme's effectiveness and inform tailored strategies to enhance its benefits 
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for students. 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

The Pudhumai Penn Scheme, initiated by the Tamil Nadu government, has significantly 

enhanced higher education accessibility for female students, particularly those from 

economically disadvantaged backgrounds. By providing a monthly financial assistance of ₹1,000 

to eligible students, the scheme has effectively reduced dropout rates and increased college 

enrollments. Studies indicate a 34% rise in female student enrollment in higher education 

institutions attributed to this initiative. 

Beyond financial support, the scheme has played a pivotal role in delaying early marriages, with 

reports highlighting a decline in child marriages and a 29% increase in girls pursuing higher 

studies in the 2022-2023 academic year compared to the previous year. This shift underscores a 

positive change in societal attitudes towards female education. However, challenges persist, 

particularly in rural areas where awareness of the scheme remains limited. Research indicates 

that factors such as grade level and socioeconomic status influence students' knowledge about 

the program, suggesting a need for targeted awareness campaigns and integration of scheme 

information into school curricula. To maximize the scheme's impact, recommendations include 

increasing the monthly financial assistance, simplifying the application process, and 

implementing mentorship programs to guide and support female students, especially those from 

underprivileged backgrounds. By addressing these areas, the Pudhumai Penn Scheme can further 

empower young women, promote gender equality, and contribute to the socio-economic 

development of Tamil Nadu. 

Objective of the study 

To know the impact of Pudhumai pen scheme in Tamil Nadu. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This study adopts a mixed-method research approach to analyze the impact of the 

Pudhumai Pen Scheme among college students. The methodology involves both quantitative and 

qualitative techniques to gather comprehensive insights. A survey-based approach will be used to 

collect primary data from female college students who are beneficiaries of the scheme. A 

structured questionnaire will be designed to assess factors such as academic performance, 

financial stability, career aspirations, and social impact. The survey will be conducted among 

students from various government and private colleges across Tamil Nadu to ensure a diverse 

representation. 

For qualitative analysis, in-depth interviews and focus group discussions will be 

conducted with students, parents, and college faculty members to understand their perspectives 

on the scheme’s effectiveness. Secondary data will be gathered from government reports, 

educational institutions, and policy documents to analyze enrollment trends and dropout rates 

before and after the implementation of the scheme. 

The collected data will be analysed using statistical tools for quantitative responses, while 

thematic analysis will be applied to qualitative findings. The study aims to provide evidence-

based insights into how the Pudhumai Pen Scheme has influenced higher education access, 

academic success, and career opportunities for female students in Tamil Nadu. 

DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 

 

Table 1.1 

 

S.NO PARTICULARS RESPONDENTS PERCENTAGE% 

Age of the Respondents 

1. Below 18 38 32 

2. 19-21 60 50 

3. Above 21 22 18 



APRIL – JUNE 2025 

SELP Journal of Social Science 

ISSN: 0975-9999 (P), 2349-1655(O) 

Volume XVI, Issue 61 5 

 

 

 TOTAL 120 100 

Education Group of the Respondents 

1. B.A. 45 35 

2. B.Com. 58 52 

3. B.Sc. 17 13 

 

 
TOTAL 120 100 

Year of the Respondents 

1. I Year 30 25 

2. II Year 42 35 

3. III Year 48 40 

 TOTAL 120 100 

Place of the Respondents 

1. Rural 30 24 

2. Urban 30 24 

3. Semi urban 45 40 

4. Semi Rural 15 12 

 

 
TOTAL 120 100 

Staying of the Respondents 

1. Hostelers 85 79 

2. Day Scholars 35 21 

 

 
TOTAL 120 100 

 Source: Primary data 

Age of the Respondents 

The age distribution reveals that the majority of the respondents (50%) fall within the 19-

21 age bracket, indicating that this sample likely consists mainly of young adults, possibly 

college or university students. A significant proportion of respondents (32%) is below 18, 

suggesting that there may be a substantial number of high school students or younger college 

entrants. The age group above 21 comprises only 18% of the respondents, indicating a smaller 

representation of mature students in this sample. 

Education Group of the Respondents 

In terms of educational background, the respondents primarily belong to the B.Com. 

group (52%), indicating a strong inclination towards commerce among this population. The B.A. 

group follows with 35%, suggesting a sizable interest in liberal arts. Meanwhile, the B.Sc. group 

is the smallest at 13%, highlighting less interest or fewer students in the sciences within this 

sample. 

Year of the Respondents 

When analyzing the year of study, the data shows that 40% of the respondents are in their 

III Year, which is the largest segment, indicating that the sample may be skewed towards more 

experienced students possibly preparing for graduation. II Year students account for 35%, while I 

Year students represent 25% of the respondents, reflecting a fairly balanced distribution across 

the different academic levels, albeit with fewer new entrants. 

Place of the Respondents 
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The place of residence data reveals an interesting distribution: 40% of respondents are 

from semi-urban areas, suggesting that the sample is representative of a suburban demographic. 

Both rural and urban respondents each constitute 24%, while 12% come from semi-rural areas. 

This indicates a diverse representation of residents from different geographical backgrounds, 

with a lean towards those living in semi-urban settings. 

Staying of the Respondents 

Regarding living arrangements, a significant majority (79%) of the respondents are 

hostelers, indicating a preference or necessity for on-campus living among this demographic, 

likely due to their student status. In contrast, only 21% are day scholars, which suggests that 

most students prefer the convenience of hostel life, possibly for ease of access to academic 

facilities and social integration with peers. 

 

Table 1.2 

 

S.NO 

 
PARTICULARS RESPONDENTS PERCENTAGE% 

Primarily use the Financial Assistance from Pudhumai Pen Money 

1. Tution fees 45 37 

2. 
Purchase of textbooks/study 

materials 
60 50 

3. Hostel/Accomodation expenses 8 07 

4. Transportation costs 7 06 

 TOTAL 120 100 

Type of Financial Aid does the Pudhumai Pen Scheme provide 

1. Direct cash transfer to students 10 10 

2. Scholarships for higher studies 70 69 

3. 
Free distribution of tablets and 

online learning tools 
20 20 

4. Monthly allowances for studies 20 01 

 TOTAL 120 100 

Source: Primary data 

 

Financial Assistance Utilization 

A significant portion of the respondents (37%) primarily uses the financial assistance to 

cover tuition fees. This indicates a prevalent concern for managing educational costs, reflecting 

the importance of tuition as a fundamental financial requirement for students.  The highest 

percentage (50%) of respondents indicate that they primarily use the financial aid for the 

purchase of textbooks and study materials. This suggests that educational resources are a major 

financial burden for students, emphasizing the need for affordable access to essential academic 

materials. Only a small number of respondents (7%) report using financial assistance for 

accommodation expenses. This could indicate that either students are managing these costs 

through other means or that accommodation is not the primary financial concern, possibly due to 

lower costs or other financial support.  Similar to accommodation, only 6% of respondents 

allocate the financial assistance for transportation costs. This may reflect the nature of students’ 
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living arrangements or the available travel options, which might be less of a concern compared to 

tuition and study materials. 

Types of Financial Aid Provided by Pudhumai Pen Scheme 

The most prominent form of financial assistance provided by the Pudhumai Pen Scheme 

is scholarships for higher studies, which account for 69% of the total aid. This indicates a strong 

emphasis on supporting students in advancing their academic careers, thereby encouraging 

higher education among the youth. Another 20% of respondents benefit from the provision of 

tablets and online learning tools. This reflects an acknowledgment of the increasing importance 

of digital learning resources in contemporary education, particularly in the wake of the shift 

towards online learning. A minority of 10% of respondents receive direct cash transfer 

assistance. This suggests that more structured forms of aid, such as scholarships, remain the 

primary modality of support, possibly due to the tighter monitoring of fund usage. The provision 

of monthly allowances appears to be minimal, with only 1% of respondents benefiting from it. 

This could indicate a lesser emphasis on this type of support or that other forms of aid are 

deemed more beneficial by the scheme. 

 

Table 1.3 

 

S.NO PARTICULARS RESPONDENTS PERCENTAGE% 

Receiving financial assistance through the pudhumai pen scheme has helped 

me focus better on my studies and improve my academic performance. 

1. Strongly disagree  2 02 

2. Disagree 3 02 

3. Neutral 5 04 

4. Agree 41 34 

5. Strongly agree 69 58 

 TOTAL 120 100 

Highly satisfied with the support provided by the pudhumai pen scheme in 

education journey. 

1. Strongly disagree 4 03 

2. Disagree 2 02 

3. Neutral 4 03 

4. Agree 35 29 

5. Strongly agree 75 63 

 TOTAL 120 100 

        Source: Primary data 

 Impact of Financial Assistance on Academic Performance 

A very small minority of respondents (2%) feel that receiving financial assistance has not 

helped them focus better on their studies or improve their academic performance. This indicates 

that there might be a few individuals who did not find the assistance beneficial. Similarly, only 

2% of respondents disagree with the statement, reinforcing the notion that the majority see value 

in the financial assistance provided. A very small portion (4%) of respondents are neutral on the 

matter, suggesting that they neither feel positively nor negatively about the impact of financial 

assistance on their studies. 

About 34% of respondents agree that the financial assistance has facilitated better focus on 

studies and improved academic performance. This reflects a moderate level of acknowledgment 

regarding the benefits of the scheme. The dominant response comes from 58% of respondents 

who strongly agree that the financial assistance has positively influenced their academic journey. 

This significant percentage indicates a strong appreciation among the majority of students for the 

practical impact the financial aid has on their ability to concentrate on their studies and perform 
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academically. 

Satisfaction with Support Provided 

A small segment (3%) indicates strong dissatisfaction with the support received from the 

Pudhumai Pen Scheme, suggesting that this group may have specific grievances or unmet 

expectations. Only 2% of respondents express disagreement with the support received, mirroring 

the sentiment of those who strongly disagree and reinforcing the overall satisfaction trend. 

Likewise, a minimal number of respondents (3%) maintain a neutral stance on their satisfaction, 

suggesting ambivalence rather than outright dissatisfaction. 

A notable portion (29%) agrees that they are satisfied with the support. This signifies that, 

while a substantial number of students are satisfied, there's room for improvement in service 

delivery. The overwhelming majority (63%) of respondents express strong fulfillment with the 

support provided. This high level of satisfaction indicates a significant endorsement of the 

Pudhumai Pen Scheme among students, demonstrating that they value the assistance and 

perceive it to be beneficial in their educational journey. 

 

Table 1.4 

 

S.NO PARTICULARS RESPONDENTS PERCENTAGE% 

Pudhumai Pen Scheme Emphasizes Education in Which Area 

1. Vocational Training 25 25 

2. Skill development 33 33 

3. Digital literacy 41 41 

4. Physical education 21 01 

 TOTAL 120 100 

Type of content is included in the Pudhumai Pen Educational Tools 

1. Audio lectures 31 28 

2. Textbooks and videos 75 67 

3. Interactive learning 

modules 

04 04 

4. All of the above 10 01 

 TOTAL 120 100 

Source: Primary data 

Emphasis on Areas of Education 

A quarter of the respondents (25%) believe that the Pudhumai Pen Scheme emphasizes 

vocational training. This suggests that there is recognition of the importance of practical skills 

and job readiness among students, signifying a commitment to preparing individuals for direct 

entry into the workforce. The area that received the highest emphasis is skill development, with 

33% of respondents identifying it as a key focus. This indicates an awareness among participants 

of the need for continuous improvement and enhancement of various skills, showcasing that the 

scheme prioritizes equipping students with tools to succeed in a rapidly evolving job market. 

The most frequently mentioned area of emphasis is digital literacy, with 41% of respondents 

selecting this option. This highlights a significant recognition of the critical role that digital skills 

play in contemporary education and career prospects. The emphasis on digital literacy suggests 

that the Pudhumai Pen Scheme is aligning its educational goals with the demands of the digital 

age, prioritizing the ability to navigate and utilize technology effectively. Conversely, only 1% of 

respondents noted physical education as a focus area. This minimal response may indicate either 

a lack of emphasis on physical education within the scheme or a perception that it is not a 

primary educational objective compared to more academic or vocational pursuits. 

Types of Content in Educational Tools 

Nearly a third of respondents (28%) indicated that the educational tools include audio 



APRIL – JUNE 2025 

SELP Journal of Social Science 

ISSN: 0975-9999 (P), 2349-1655(O) 

Volume XVI, Issue 61 9 

 

 

lectures. This suggests a recognition of the value of auditory learning aids, catering to students 

who may benefit from listening to content as a supplement to traditional learning methods. The 

majority of respondents (67%) underline that textbooks and videos are included in the 

educational tools. This reflects a strong foundation in traditional audiovisual materials, which are 

crucial for a comprehensive learning experience. The prominence of this type of content may 

indicate a preference among students for structured and versatile formats that facilitate easier 

understanding and retention of information. 

A mere 4% of respondents noted the presence of interactive learning modules, suggesting 

that while they are valuable, this type of content may not be the primary method utilized within 

the scheme. This could imply that there is room for further development of engaging, hands-on 

learning opportunities that can enhance student involvement. Only 1% of respondents indicated 

that all types of content are included in the educational tools. This minimal figure could suggest 

that students may perceive a lack of comprehensive integration among different content formats 

or that they primarily utilize a limited range of resources. 

 

Table 1.5 

 

S.NO PARTICULARS RESPONDENT PERCENTAGE% 

Long-Term Benefit of Pudhumai Pen Scheme 

1. 
Reduced number of school 

buildings 
70 58 

2. Equal access to quality education 35 29 

3. Increased school fees 20 13 

 TOTAL 120 100 

Pudhumai Pen Scheme Primarily Supports Which type of Education 

1. 
Technical and vocational 

education 
12 12 

2. Arts and cultural studies 66 68 

3. Management education 18 19 

4. All educational streams 24 01 

 TOTAL 120 100 

Feature of the Pudhumai Pen Scheme 

1. 

 

Provides free education for all 

students 
70 58 

2. 
Supports students economically 

disadvantaged backgrounds 
30 25 

3. Only benefits urban students 20 17 

 TOTAL 120 100 

Use the Financial Assistance for Pudhumai Pen Money 

1 Medical expenses 48 35 

2. Educational expenses 42 34 

3. Household expenses 24 20 

4. Savings 13 11 

 TOTAL 120 100 

Impact does the Pudumai Pen Scheme aim to have on the Family Household 

1. Reduced taxes 25 21 

2. Improved savings rate 48 40 

3. 

 

Reduced financial stress related to 

childrens 
36 30 

4. Free healthcare for the family 11 09 
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 TOTAL 120 100 

Outcome of the Pudhumai Pen Financial Assistance for Households 

1. Increase in household debt 15 21 

2. 

 

Better educational outcomes for 

students 
41 27 

3. 
Increase in the number of families 

applying for government jobs 
62 25 

4. 
Increased child labour in 

household 
02 27 

 TOTAL 120 100 

Source: primary data 

 

Long-Term Benefit of Pudhumai Pen Scheme 

The majority of respondents (58%) believe that the Pudhumai Pen Scheme will lead to a 

reduced number of school buildings. This suggests that the scheme might be encouraging 

consolidation of educational resources or alternative modes of delivery, which could be a 

strategy to optimize educational infrastructure. A significant portion (29%) recognizes equal 

access to quality education as a long-term benefit of the scheme. This underscores the intention 

of the program to provide equitable educational opportunities, particularly in underserved areas 

and among disadvantaged communities. Only 13% of respondents view the potential for 

increased school fees as a long-term benefit. This reflects a recognition that financial burdens 

may result from the implementation of the scheme, although this sentiment is not dominant 

among the respondents. 

Pudhumai Pen Scheme Primarily Supports Which Type of Education 

A modest 12% of respondents identify technical and vocational education as a primary focus, 

indicating a lesser emphasis on these educational streams within the scheme. The overwhelming 

majority of respondents (68%) indicate that the scheme primarily supports arts and cultural 

studies. This suggests a strong alignment of the Pudhumai Pen Scheme with creative and cultural 

education, reflecting potential values that prioritize humanities and arts. 

A smaller proportion (19%) identifies management education as a supported area, indicating 

a secondary interest in business-oriented studies. Very few respondents (1%) feel that the scheme 

supports all educational streams, suggesting concerns regarding the inclusivity of content and 

curriculum associated with the scheme. 

Feature of the Pudhumai Pen Scheme 

The primary feature highlighted by 58% of respondents is that the scheme provides free 

education for all students. This core feature emphasizes the scheme's aim to alleviate the 

financial barriers associated with education. A substantial 25% of respondents acknowledge the 

scheme's focus on economically disadvantaged students, reaffirming its social equity objectives. 

A notable 17% express concern that the scheme primarily benefits urban students. This could 

indicate issues of accessibility and reach, wherein rural or underserved populations might feel 

overlooked. 

Use of Financial Assistance for Pudhumai Pen Money 

The most common use of financial assistance (35%) is for medical expenses, highlighting a 

significant concern for health-related financial burdens among responding families. A close 

second is educational expenses (34%), indicating that financial assistance is also largely utilized 

to meet educational needs, consistent with the scheme's objectives. 

A portion (20%) of the respondents utilizes the assistance for general household expenses, which 

suggests that families are balancing education costs alongside everyday living expenses. Only 

11% reported using the funds for savings, indicating that immediate financial needs likely take 

precedence over long-term financial planning for most families. 

Impact on the Family Household 
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A minority (21%) believe that the scheme would result in reduced taxes, suggesting less 

emphasis placed on tax relief as a direct outcome. The highest percentage (40%) indicates that 

families foresee an improved savings rate, reflecting optimism about financial stability resulting 

from educational support. 

Similarly, 30% highlight a reduction in financial stress associated with children's education, 

highlighting a critical goal of the scheme. Only a small percentage (9%) expects free healthcare 

as an outcome, indicating that healthcare support may not be a primary concern connected to 

educational assistance. 

Outcomes of the Pudhumai Pen Financial Assistance for Households 

A minority of respondents (21%) believe financial assistance has led to increased household 

debt, suggesting that there may be adverse financial consequences for some families. A 

significant portion (27%) sees improved educational outcomes for students as a result of 

financial assistance, aligning with the scheme's objectives. 

About 25% perceive that there has been an increase in families applying for government 

jobs, suggesting that the educational support could be steering individuals toward stable 

employment. A small 2% associate the outcome with increased child labor, which raises 

concerns about the possible unintended consequences of educational pressures on children within 

their family contexts. 

 

Table 1.6 

Pudhumai Pen Scheme helped My Family Avoid taking Loans or Borrowing Money for My 

Education Expenses 

S.NO PARTICULARS RESPONDENTS PERCENTAGE% 

1. Strongly disagree 2 02 

2. Disagree 5 04 

3. Neutral 3 02 

4. Agree 29 24 

5. Stronly agree 81 68 

 TOTAL 120 100 

Source: Primary data 

The majority (68%) strongly agree that the scheme helped their families avoid taking loans for 

education, while only 2% disagree. 

Table 1.7 

 

S.NO PARTICULARS RESPONDENTS PERCENTAGE% 

Pudhumai pen scheme helped you with any of the following 

1. Increased savings 45 37 

2. 
Empowered women in the 

household 
21 18 

3. Improved childrens education 19 16 

4. Helped with medical expenses 35 29 

 TOTAL 120 100 

Type of Financial Support do you receive from your Household for Education 

1. Full Tuition Fees 26 31 

2. Books and Study Materials 35 42 

3. Pocket Money 21 25 

4. No Financial Support 38 02 

 TOTAL 120 100 

Kind of non-financial support does your household provide for your education 

1. Emotional support 13 12 

2. Providing study space and 41 37 
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resources 

3. Encouragement and motivation 55 50 

4. Mentorship and guidance 11 01 

 TOTAL 120 100 

   Source: Primary data 

 

Benefits of the Pudhumai Pen Scheme 

A significant proportion of respondents (37%) indicated that the Pudhumai Pen Scheme has 

contributed to increased savings within their households. This suggests that the scheme helps 

families allocate funds that would otherwise go to educational expenses, allowing them to save 

more effectively for future needs or emergencies. About 18% of respondents believe that the 

scheme has played a role in empowering women within their families. This indicates a 

recognition of the positive impact educational assistance can have on gender equality, potentially 

enabling women and girls to pursue education and assert more agency in their households. 

A smaller percentage of respondents (16%) recognize that the scheme has specifically led to 

improvements in children's education. While this aligns with the overarching goals of the 

Pudhumai Pen Scheme, the lower percentage suggests that there might be additional barriers 

impacting educational outcomes that the scheme alone may not fully address. Almost a third of 

respondents (29%) report that the financial assistance has helped with medical expenses. This 

reflects the broader role of the scheme in easing not just educational financial burdens but also 

healthcare costs, highlighting its multifaceted impact on family well-being. 

Type of Financial Support Received from Households for Education 

Approximately 31% of respondents report receiving support that covers full tuition fees. This 

indicates that many families are able to fully subsidize this primary educational expense, 

reflecting their commitment to ensuring access to education. The highest percentage (42%) of 

respondents indicates that their families provide financial support specifically for books and 

study materials. This underscores the importance of resources beyond tuition in facilitating 

students' educational success and highlights a key area of financial burden for families. 

About 25% of respondents receive pocket money, which allows for minor personal expenses 

and can ease students' financial pressures. This contribution indicates a level of familial support 

that extends beyond essential educational needs. Only 2% of respondents reported receiving no 

financial support from their households, suggesting that the vast majority have some level of 

family involvement in their education, which can be a crucial factor in student success. 

Kind of Non-Financial Support Provided by Households 

Only 12% of respondents report receiving emotional support from their families for 

education. This indicates that while emotional backing is critical, it may not be as prevalent as 

other forms of support, potentially highlighting a gap in familial interactions regarding academic 

encouragement. A significant portion (37%) of respondents indicates that their families provide 

study space and resources, which is essential for enabling effective study habits and academic 

productivity. This practical support reflects an understanding of the importance of a conducive 

learning environment. 

The most commonly cited form of non-financial support (50%) is encouragement and 

motivation. This shows that families play a vital role in fostering positive attitudes towards 

education and reinforcing the students' aspirations. Very few respondents (1%) identify 

mentorship and guidance as a non-financial support type. This low figure suggests an area that 

may require development, as mentorship can be instrumental in guiding students through 

educational challenges and opportunities. 

 

Table 1.8 

Pudhumai pen scheme has allowed my family to save more money for future needs 

S.NO PARTICULARS RESPONDENTS PERCENTAGE% 
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1. Strongly disagree 3 03 

2. Disagree 1 01 

3. Neutral 6 06 

4. Agree 52 52 

5. Strongly agree 58 58 

 TOTAL 120 100 

Source: Primary data 

A very small portion of respondents (3%) strongly disagrees with the statement that the 

scheme has allowed their families to save more money. This suggests that a minority feels that 

the scheme did not improve their financial situation. Similarly, only 1% of respondents disagree 

with the impact of the Pudhumai Pen Scheme on their ability to save. This extremely low 

percentage indicates that there are few individuals who do not perceive any benefit from the 

scheme regarding financial savings. The neutral response is slightly higher, with 6% of 

respondents stating that they neither agree nor disagree with the statement. This could suggest 

uncertainty or a lack of clear perception among this small group regarding the scheme’s financial 

impact. 

A significant percentage of respondents (52%) agree that the Pudhumai Pen Scheme has 

enabled their families to save more money. This reflects a positive perception among more than 

half of the respondents, indicating that they believe the scheme has contributed to their family’s 

financial capacity. The most substantial group (58%) strongly agrees with the statement. This 

high percentage highlights a strong sentiment that the scheme has had a notably positive effect 

on families' savings, allowing them to better prepare for future financial needs. 

 

Table  1.9 

Impact does the pudhumai pen scheme aim to have on the family household 

S.NO PARTICULARS RESPONDENT PERCENTAGE% 

1. Increased dependency on loans 42 54 

2. Reduced cost of living 15 19 

3. Reduced financial burden on 

families for education 

19 25 

 

4. More families taking up forming 44 02 

 TOTAL 120 100 

    Source: Primary data 

A significant 54% believe the scheme increases dependency on loans, while 25% say it reduces 

the financial burden of education, and 19% think it reduces the cost of living. Only 2% associate 

it with increased farming activity. This suggests mixed financial outcomes. 

 

HYPOTHESIS FORMULATION 

Observed Frequency Table 

I will assume a reasonable distribution of responses among age groups based on the 

total respondents and then compute the Chi-Square test. 

Age 

Group 

Strongly 

Disagree 
Disagree Neutral Agree 

Strongly 

Agree 

Total 

 

Below18 1 1 2 13 21 38 

19-21 1 2 2 20 35 60 

Above 21 0 0 1 8 13 22 

Total 2 3 5 41 69 120 

Now, I will calculate the expected frequencies and the Chi-Square statistic. 

Expected Frequency Table 
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Age 

Group 

Strongly 

Disagree 
Disagree Neutral Agree 

Strongly 

Agree 
Total 

Below 18 0.63 0.95 1.58 12.98 21.85 38 

19-21 1.00 1.50 2.50 20.05 34.50 60 

Above 21 0.37 0.55 0.92 7.52 12.65 22 

Total 2 3 5 41 69 120 

 

 

SPSS-Style Chi-Square Test Output 

Test Value 

Chi-Square(χ²) 1.61 

Degrees of Freedom(df) 8 

p-value 0.991 

Interpretation: 

  Significance Level (α): 0.05 (5%) 

  p-value (0.991) > α (0.05) → Fail to reject the null hypothesis (H₀). 

There is no significant association between Age and Agreement on the impact of the Pudhumai 

Pen Scheme on academic performance. This indicates that perceptions of the scheme’s 

effectiveness do not significantly vary across age groups. 

CORRELATION ANALYSIS 

Pearson Correlation Coefficient (r) 

                  r = -23.042/44.810  = -0.514 

   Interpretation 

• Pearson Correlation Coefficient (r) = -0.514 

• This negative correlation suggests that hostelers are more likely to report lower 

agreement with the idea that the Pudhumai Pen Scheme helped their families save money, 

while day scholars report higher agreement. 

MAJOR FINDINGS  

The Pudhumai Penn scheme, officially known as the Moovalur Ramamirtham Ammaiyar 

Higher Education Assurance Scheme, was launched by the Tamil Nadu government to promote 

higher education among girls from economically weaker families. Under this initiative, eligible 

female students receive a monthly financial assistance of ₹1,000 until they complete their 

undergraduate degree, diploma, or ITI courses.  

The scheme has led to a notable increase in female enrollment in higher education 

institutions across Tamil Nadu. In the academic year following its implementation, there was a 

29% rise in the number of girls enrolling in higher education, with figures climbing from 71,008 

to 91,485 students. This surge was particularly significant among marginalized communities, 

including a 71% increase among Scheduled Caste students and a 41% rise among Scheduled 

Tribe students.  

A study by the Tamil Nadu State Planning Commission revealed that 67% of 

beneficiaries utilized the financial aid primarily for educational purposes. Additionally, the 

scheme contributed to a 30% increase in the Gross Enrollment Ratio of women in higher 

education within the state. As of July 2023, approximately 211,506 female students had 

benefited from the scheme, with a total disbursement of ₹160.97 crore.   

Beyond financial assistance, the Pudhumai Penn scheme has played a pivotal role in 

transforming societal attitudes toward women's education, especially in rural and underserved 
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areas. By alleviating economic barriers, it has empowered many young women to pursue higher 

studies, thereby enhancing their employability and contributing to social equity.   

In summary, the Pudhumai Penn scheme has significantly advanced women's higher 

education in Tamil Nadu by providing essential financial support, increasing enrollment rates, 

and fostering a more inclusive and equitable educational landscape. 

SUGGESTIONS  

The Pudhumai Pen Scheme has significantly enhanced the educational and socio-

economic status of female students in Tamil Nadu. To further its effectiveness and address 

existing gaps, several improvements are recommended: 

While the scheme effectively covers tuition fees and study materials, many students face 

challenges with additional expenses such as transportation, hostel fees, and living costs. 

Expanding financial assistance to include travel stipends, accommodation support, and 

emergency aid for economically disadvantaged students would alleviate these burdens. 

Implementing a flexible fund allocation system would allow students to utilize financial aid 

based on their specific needs. 

Despite available financial aid, digital literacy and skill development remain 

underutilized. Introducing digital literacy programs, online learning workshops, and providing 

free or subsidized laptops and internet services would equip students with modern skills, 

improving their employability and academic performance. Specialized technology training 

sessions can further enhance their proficiency in utilizing online educational platforms. 

The scheme has improved academic performance by reducing financial stress; however, 

structured career support and job placement opportunities are lacking. Integrating the scheme 

with corporate partnerships, job fairs, and skill development centers would provide internships, 

mentorship programs, and professional development workshops, ensuring students gain practical 

industry experience and are more competitive in the job market. Additionally, career counseling 

and entrepreneurship training can help students explore self-employment opportunities. 

Despite reducing financial burdens, some students still rely on loans to meet educational 

expenses. Introducing financial literacy programs to educate students and their families on 

budgeting, savings, and alternative financial aid options would be beneficial. Offering 

scholarships for postgraduate education and low-interest educational loans can further reduce 

economic stress and encourage students to pursue higher studies without financial constraints. 

The scheme has contributed to delaying child marriage and promoting gender equality in 

education. Conducting community awareness campaigns to educate families on the long-term 

benefits of higher education for women is essential. Schools and colleges should introduce 

gender empowerment workshops, promoting leadership development among female students and 

encouraging them to pursue careers in traditionally male-dominated fields. 

While the scheme has reduced dropout rates, retention until graduation remains a 

challenge due to financial constraints, lack of motivation, or external responsibilities. 

Implementing a structured academic monitoring system, where faculty members and student 

mentors regularly track the progress of beneficiaries, can help. Personalized academic support 

programs and peer mentoring initiatives would provide additional guidance and motivation for 

students struggling with their coursework. 

To ensure the scheme's long-term effectiveness, developing a strong monitoring and 

evaluation system is crucial. Conducting annual impact assessments, collecting feedback from 

students, parents, and educators to identify areas for improvement, and introducing a grievance 

redressal mechanism would address issues related to fund disbursement, eligibility criteria, or 

access to resources. 

By implementing these recommendations, the Pudhumai Pen Scheme can further 

empower female students in Tamil Nadu, ensuring their holistic development and successful 

transition into the workforce. 

CONCLUSION 
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The Pudhumai Penn Scheme has significantly enhanced educational opportunities for 

female students in Tamil Nadu by providing financial assistance, thereby increasing college 

enrollment and reducing dropout rates. This support has enabled students to focus on academics 

without financial stress, leading to improved performance and career aspirations. The scheme has 

also positively impacted household financial stability by reducing reliance on educational loans 

and encouraging savings. Beyond financial benefits, it has transformed societal attitudes towards 

female education, empowering young women with confidence and digital literacy, and fostering 

gender equality. Addressing challenges in rural areas through continued support and resource 

allocation is essential to maximize the scheme's impact. 
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